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State eady to tsuy Island 
If Owner Agrees to Sell 

By JACK CHILDS 
Staff Writer 

Gov.- Bob Scott disclosed 
Thursday that the state now 
has the , financial means at 
its disposal to purchase Bald 
Head Island but is blocked 
from immediate negotiations 
with its owner by an option 
held on the property by a 
group of w o u l d - b e 
developers. 

Scott told a specially-c~lled 
news conference here that The 
Nature Conservancy, a 
private, non-profit organiza­
tion based in Washington, has 
agreed to purchase the dis­
puted, sub-tropical island on 
the Southeastern North Carol­
ina coast and hold it in trust 
for the state for three years. 

This would give the state 
time to raise funds to buy 
the island, either through 
private gifts, an appropriation 
iby the 1971 General Assembly 
or a combination of the two, 
Sc tt said - , 

n effect, he said, The 
ature Conservancy has 

agreed to come up with $5.5 
million - the sales price put 
on the 12,000-acre, uninhabited 
island by its present owner, 
Frank Sherrill f ha otte. 

"We are ready t o 
negotiate," said the governor. 
"I have so informed Mr. Sher­
rill." 

J 

Govern-or Sc·ott 

However, he said, Sher.rm 
replied that he was not in 
a position to negotiate with 
the state "so long as the 
Carolina Cape Fear Corp. had 
the option on the island.'' 

The president of Carolina 
Cape Fear, William R. 
Henderson of High Point im­
mediately responded to S~ott's 
announcement with the com­
ment: ''This will not affect 
our plans at this point. We 
have an option which has been 
carefully developed by counsel 

and we believe it is sufficienf 
for us to carry through . out 
plans." . 

By implication, however, 
Scott indicated he believes the 
state holds the upper hand 
in the cons•ervation-develop­
ment battle for the semi­
tropical prize at the mouth 
of the Cape Fear River near 
Southport. • 

This is because Carolina 
Cape Fear apparently is rac­
ing time while trying to raise 
funds to purchase the island 
through the sale of tracts of 
land on the property at $25,000 
each, and the state has moved 
swiftly to raise doubts in tbe 
minds of prospective tract- . 
buyers as to whether the firm 
could ever go through with 
its development plans. 

~arolina Cape Eear ays it 
will d~velop the island - into 
a plush resort-recreation­
residential area at a total 
long-range cost of $288 
million. 

Ecologists a n d con-
~ervationists contend t~ 
~sl~nd should be maintaine . 
in its natural, unspoiled state· 
t~at development would be 
disastrous to the coastal 
ecology, particularly Bald 
Head:s huge breeding grounds 
for vital, valuable marine life. 
The governor gradually h~ 

See STATE, Page 9 



l 
s 

,... .a & 

one 
om Page one tempting to sell .3oo lots 

continued fr • the island at a price of on 

o1 
d, t10~ it to make cer am_ . $2 mill_ion m~re than Sh on 
l~ 9Ull'e served. . rill's asking pnce. This er. 
_ 1 

15 pre use it lacked the money observers to the con'cl ~d 

o P th state was ore.. t· d h ill's price, ~ e . . d 1 ing s~me une aroun t e nien-
r to lay a waiting, e ay •tJ.oned date. 
ed e I> But it has tllrown up Scott said Thursday· he ha 

access from -the ma an . 11.Df ormed that 1t "runs until 
the island by bridge or ~rry' • July 5 wit~ rights. to renew 

approve anY, dred~mg 1°r b 'it . not familiar with these con. 
ing on which a pr1yate Y 1ll 

11 
• ditions,,, he s·aid. 

bridge or ferry Slip, t~s W.~d Won't Divulge Terms as other developmen ' ~ow ~ 
depend;. the state's claim ti Asked . Thursday about the 

marshland , •--es O a firm plans to exetc1Se the op- . 
Head's 12,000-acre complex. . tion, Henderson said:· "I'm not · 

The marshland ownership at liberty to divulg~ tl!at." 
question would become a m?ot He- ,~dded: 
point if the state c~uld acquire ''As far as our attorneys 
the island. OtherWISe, a court ean determine, there is no 
fight might be inevitab~e. way the state can g~t -around 
Carolina Ca~ Fear sa_ys its our option. ~ _· was . all 
attorneys believe 10,000 acres- carefully planned and we hav~ 
could be dfilr_elop,~..,,- ~- . tried to anticipate any even-

---tt ~aid Thursday: ''We tuality ,that might de~e.!op.·- ., 
ave · repeatedly stated that .. Th,e- Nature ~:Conse~an~ 
e feel that _t~e Sta~-of-Nol'th formally incorpo_!ate<! m l951, 
arolina legitimately owns the but with ~origil1s:_:<Iatmg ~ae~ 
ooo. to 9 o -- cres w t • • to 1917;.. . ~ -:_ <!-..:;; = np~:.prof it-

mars • ands tha~t are a vital :: organization _d~cated- to ::the 
part • of the Bald ~®d Island . preserYati~n of . .natur.e-_ ar.ea~ 
.complex. We intend to -~ Ii: has approximately~ 20,(!0 
vigorously uphold that view. members .- across tbe ... _-coun• , 
We intend to vigorously pursue try - ~ :- .. . ·_ .. 
efforts to acq1rire the entire -. A spokesrnan in '¥.as~gtony 
island complex to ~assure its s~d Thursday that its mone . 
perpetual protection." comes through "manY,. mfi% 

- • te urces ~but m A Breaktlirough ~ priv? so - • it would come 
. particular_case, • d tion line 

The money- breakthrough, from the Ford Foun a 
~hich the state has been see~- of c~t. ·a1 etup that 
J.Dg for months to enable 1t "This is a spec! Jera1 and 
t? actiyely en~e the negotia- lets us help sta~. f a-cqui_re 
t1ons picture, f mally came last local govern!?1ents said. All 
week, S~tt told reporters. nature areas, he said, the 

He said that on April 17, told, the :Spokesman assisted 
he wrote The Natural organization ~as acquiring 
ConsE:rvancy "formally re- - governments . m ding 40,000 
questing that th~ conservancy 145,000 acres, mclu 
purchase Bald Head Island acres last year. uld t,e done 
and ~ut it in trWit for North As to what wo if the state 
Carolina. 11 with the island with the 
EJmee d~ys later,. he sai~, fails to . c~e up tJiree-Y~ar 
d 1ard Kingham, vice pres1. funds within the 

0
.nseriancY 

0;n . an~ treas~er of . the period, the .. c «'f}l.at's~ a 
,,{amzation, replied, saymg: spokesman ~rudal. · ys asked. 

e are most happy. t.o res- question thats wa ,, 

leave lh' to the owner or Scott sru.~ the tefJJlS uie 
latives ,,JS your represen- familiar" w1t~ yet bllt aid 

Scott' • too agreemen JreSllan sold 
has not P<>mte~ out that he conservancy ~d be r~s 
funds eonunitted any state the island wou c(l'its•' kl 
wou}d that the conservancy to the state ''at oui:d }le ~ •• 
state ~a-: ~he island if the The govern~r ~~rebens}~e8• 
the Ill.one: come up With give a • :~d gead f osrd 

The Ki h report o~ the . st.ate '.f 10p-
a day ar~! ~ letter arrived lion during _th~ and pev~8y 
in the l)r r r Was disclosed of Conserva_ti?ll April 21)-i 
Cape Fe ess that Carolina ment meeting 

ar Corp. was at- 2 in Winston .__.~· 
----::------

1 


